
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 13 June 2006] 

 p3562b-3563a 
Mr Troy Buswell; Mr Fran Logan 

 [1] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - EX GRATIA OR SIMILAR PAYMENTS 

636. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Energy; Science and Innovation 

Will the Minister please inform the House as to any ex gratia or similar payments made by any agencies or 
departments since February 2001 under the Minister’s portfolio responsibilities, including: 

(1) The name of the person receiving the payment? 

(2) The amount of the payment? 

(3) The reasons for the payment? 

(4) The processes undertaken between the application, or proposal, for such a payment to be made, and the 
making of that payment? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The Minister for Energy; Science and Innovation has provided the following response: 

Department of Industry & Resources:  

(1)-(4) Nil. 

Office of Energy: 

(1) (a)  Mr John Kelly. 
(b) Colortype Press. 

(2) (a)  $1 779.80. 
(b) $3 639.90. 

(3) (a)  Reimbursement of costs associated with the cancellation of a holiday booking. 
(b) Payment for work performed for the Office of Energy. 

(4) (a)  Mr Kelly was initially appointed as a member of the Electricity Reform Task Force (ERTF) for 
a period of twelve months concluding 15 August 2002 in keeping with the ERTF's original 
Terms of Reference. 

The ERTF Report was delayed and Mr Kelly was requested to consider cancelling a September 
holiday he had pre-booked in April. Given the critical stage of the ERTF's work, it was very 
important that Mr Kelly remain available during September 2002 to perform his work as a 
member. To ensure that Mr Kelly was not financially disadvantaged by the request for him to 
be available in September 2002, Ministerial approval was granted for an act of grace payment 
to Mr Kelly for the non-refundable cost associated with his holiday. 

(b) A change in ownership and bank account details were not communicated to the Office of 
Energy by the new owners of Colortype Press prior to payment being made into the bank 
account of the previous owner.  

The new owners of Colortype Press subsequently sought payment from the Office of Energy. 
Considerable effort was made by the Office staff to obtain repayment from the administrators 
acting for the previous owners of Colortype Press without success. Advice was sought by the 
Office from the State Solicitor's Office and the Office of Auditor General on this matter. 

Following further representation by the new owners of Colortype Press, Ministerial approval 
for an act of grace payment of $3 639.90 was granted. 

 


